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Hemp? Cannabis? Marijuana? 

• All are Cannabis sativa 
• Hemp: <0.3% THC  no longer a controlled substance
• Marijuana: >0.3% THC, used in cannabis prohibition 

campaigns  Schedule I
• Cannabis: Most accurate term scientifically
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Bonini, Sara Anna, et al. "Cannabis sativa: A comprehensive ethnopharmacological review of a medicinal plant with a long history." Journal of 
ethnopharmacology 227 (2018): 300-315 .
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Cannabis in US

SCHEDULE 1

https://images.procon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/mj-map-apr-12-2021.png 

https://images.procon.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/37/mj-map-apr-12-2021.png


Societal pain from criminalization

7https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/persons-arrested 
https://norml.org/blog/2021/09/27/marijuana-arrests-fall-precipitously-nationwide-in-2020/

https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2018/crime-in-the-u.s.-2018/topic-pages/persons-arrested


American Civil Liberties Union. 2020. A Tale of Two Countries: Racially Targeted Arrests in the Era of Marijuana Reform



■ “We must also consider a broad range of other potential 
psychosocial outcomes of incarceration, including 
depression, anxiety, and trauma-related psychiatric 
symptoms; years of life lost while incarcerated; loss of 
income; loss of family and social ties; and in some states, 
continued policy-level ramifications after release, such as 
voting disenfranchisement.”
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Data from Boehnke et al., 2022, Annals of Internal Medicine



11From Boehnke et al., 2022, Annals of Internal Medicine. (In Press)



Cannabis in Michigan

■Michigan Medical Marihuana Act of 2008:
■ In September 2023: 129,099 patients in Michigan1

■ 59.4% for chronic pain
■ 45.8% for severe and chronic pain
■ 20.6% for arthritis

■Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act of 2018:
■ 12 plants at home
■ 2.5 ounces on person, 10 ounces at home
■ 15 grams of concentrate

121: 2023 Cannabis Regulatory Agency Monthly Report: September 1, 2023-September 30, 2023



Summary
■Cannabis has a rich history of historical medical and other use

■Prohibition has caused immense societal harm and blocked research

■Medical use is rising

■We need to understand how to effectively support patients using 
cannabis for pain and develop better cannabis-based treatments 
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